Dingo
(Canis lupus dingo)

DESCRIPTION:

The dingo is usually ginger in colour but white or black and tan can occur. They always have
white markings on their feet, the tip of their bushy tail and chest.

HABITAT:

The dingo can be found throughout Australia except Tasmania. They live in deserts, alpine
forests, coastal areas and rainforests.

ORIGIN:

Dingoes arrived in Australia about 3500 to 11,000 years ago from Asia. They are descended from
the Asian wolf.

DIET:

The dingo is an opportunistic feeder. Their prey consists of mammals, birds, reptiles and insects.
They can form packs to hunt down larger prey.

BREEDING:

The dingo breeds only once a year and mating occurs between February and July. After a
gestation of 63 days the female gives birth to 4-6 pups, although up to 10 pups can occur. They
are weaned at 4 months of age.

LIFESPAN:

The dingo lives around 10 years in the wild but in captivity can reach an age of 15 years.

INTERESTING FACT:

Dingoes cannot bark, they can only howl.



Koala

(Phasuolarcos cinereus)

STATUS:

Vulnerable as a result of habitat destruction by humans and, due to colonisation, are also subject
to dog attacks and being hit by cars. Bushfires are also a threat.

DESCRIPTION:

The koala is a marsupial with a backwards-opening pouch. They are divided into a northern and
a southern species.

The southern species has longer browner fur and is quite large in size reaching weights of up to
15kg. The northern species is half the size and has a short, grey fur coat.

Koalas have very sharp claws on their feet. The front paws have 2 thumbs and 3 digits. The back
feet have the 2nd and 3rd digits fused together to create a grooming claw.

DIET:

Koalas eat about 20 different species of eucalyptus leaves. They prefer the young leaves at the
top of the tree known as ‘tip’. On average they eat kg of leaf a day.

Breeding:

The koala usually mates from August to April and the female gives birth to a single young. The
joey is born about the size of a jellybean after approx. a 35 day gestation period. Once in the
pouch it attaches itself to a teat and stays there until it is 6 ¥2 to 7 months old. After venturing
out it stays with the mother until it is weaned around 12 months of age.

LIFESPAN:

In the wild koalas live for 8 —10 years, but in captivity can live for 13 — 15 years.

INTERESTING FACT:

The koala sleeps for up to 20 hours everyday to conserve energy.
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Southern

Hairy-Nosed Wombat

(Lasiorhinus latifrons)

STATUS:

Threatened due to habitat loss as a result of human activity.

DESCRIPTION:
In Australia there are 3 species of wombat; the Common Wombat, The Southern Hairy Nosed
and the Northern Hairy Nosed Wombat.

The Southern Hairy Nosed Wombat (SHNW) has brown or silver silky fur. They have pointy ears,
and as the name suggests, their broad nose is covered with fur. Their short powerful limbs and
flattened claws make them excellent diggers.

HABITAT:

SHNW are found along the south coast of Western Australia and South Australia in woodlands
and shrub lands. They live in large, complex burrow systems, reaching up to 20 metres in length
with several entrances.

DIET:
SHNW are solely herbivores eating grass, plants and roots.

BREEDING:

After only 21 days gestation the SHNW gives birth to a small joey, which attaches to a teat in the
pouch. The joey stays in the pouch for 7 months and is fully weaned by 12 months.

LIFESPAN:

In the wild SHNW live for 10 years but can reach between 18 — 20 years in captivity.

INTERESTING FACT:
Wombats can run up to 40km/hr.



